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I. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 
 
The duckbill is like a fish and like a reptile, yet it is not any of them. It is an in 
between animal that came about by evolution. Mammals nurse their young, and 
so does the duckbill. Reptiles and birds lay eggs, and so does the duckbill. The 
body temperature of a reptile changes with the heat and cold of its surroundings, 
and this also happens to the duckbill. Actually, the duckbill is a mammal, one of 
the only two mammals that lay eggs. The duckbill has webbed feet and a duck 
like bill instead of a mouth. It swims in the water somewhat like a fish. It is found 
only in the eastern part of Australia and Tasmania.      
         (Para 1) 
 
The body of a duckbill is covered with a fine underfur hidden by a coat of long, 
coarse guard hair. It has a flat tail, somewhat like a beaver’s. The duckbill can 
hear well, even though it looks as if it has no ears.   (Para 2) 
 
The duckbill cannot breathe underwater, so it must keep its bill in the air while it 
swims. This peculiar animal makes its home in burrows on the banks of quiet, 
deep pools in rivers. The duckbills stay in the burrow most of the day and come 
out only at night to feed in the water. They eat water insects, worms and 
shellfish.         (Para 3) 
 
Q1. What sort of an animal is a duckbill? 
Q2. Where is the duckbill found? 
Q3. Where does the duckbill make its home? 
Q4. What does a duckbill feed on? 
Q5. Find words from the passage which mean the same as: 
(a)  rough   ___________ (Para 2) 
(b)  strange   ___________ (Para 3) 
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II. Form abstract nouns from the words given below: 
 
1. slave        ____________ 
2. free        ____________ 
3. fearless        ____________ 
4. arrive      ____________  
5. please        ____________ 
6. know        ____________  
7. curious        ____________   
8. depart        ____________ 
9. distant       ____________ 
10. intelligent       ____________ 
11. just        ____________ 
12. victorious       ____________ 
13. patient        ____________ 
14. bitter        ____________ 
15. receive        ____________  
 
III. Identify the adjectives in the sentences given below and state them as 
qualitative or quantitative: 
 
1. The cake tasted delicious!     
2. You need a little effort to push that cupboard.  
3. Could you give me some bread to eat? 
4. The shop beside the open drain was selling cut fruits. 
5. She drank all the water kept in the jug. 
6. He ate the whole apple. 
7. There is a little water in the pond. 
8. The naughty children were making a loud noise. 
9. The rich merchant lost all his wealth. 
10. The thirsty crow found an old pitcher in the garden. 
11. The clever boy trapped the wicked magician. 
12. I have enough work for the day. 
13. The cunning wolf killed the innocent lamb. 
14. We will serve some pasta to the guests for dinner. 
15. How much salt should I put in the soup? 
 
IV. Write the abstract nouns for the qualities that the people/animals/ 
places/things given below possess:- 
 
1. a cruel master     ________________ 
2. an obedient student    ________________ 
3. a dark night    ________________ 
4. a beautiful monument   ________________ 
5. a strong rope    ________________ 
6. a friendly girl    ________________ 
7. a poor farmer    ________________ 
8. a weak patient     ________________ 
9. a hungry beggar    ________________ 
10. a loyal dog    ________________ 
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